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The city of ROmn i cloea i%/ €t at the foothills of theéSouthern
Carpathiansbeing locatedat about 12 km from the Cozia Mountains and
about 4kilometersfrom F £ g tandd atrului Mountains.

Due to its geographical position, ROm
the roman legions led by Trajan, in the second war between the Roman
Empire and Dacia (105106 AD). In orde to strengthen the advancement to

the Dacian fortresses from the mount a
road along the OIt Valley, endowed with strong fortifications.
(http://www.turismlaramnicuvalcea.ro/en/Pagimn24-history.htm}

The first documented mention of RO©mn
Cozia MonasteryPointM on Figures 2627) that dates back to 1388uring

the significant ruleof Mi r c e a rt(#38614A8).tThe@own becantbae

seat of a ©MEOZTadavasGenpararyesidence fomany of

the subsequentrule® £ t r a K ¢ uyMicheal i cBPfuntherraor¢ known

asMihai Viteazu) or Matei Basarabbeing the prominent ones

In 1640, atGovora Monastery(PointH on Figures 2627) one of the oldest

in Romania) nearby the City of @ mni cluc eMd© it was print e
|l a GovVvohao ol dest coll ection of | aws
Rom©neasct) . The printing activity in

Br ©n c o v e dnld) THug, 6 &i8 becomes, in the 18 century, one
of the largesprintingcentersn§ ar a Rom®©neasct

The Romanian anthelD e s t & aep t Rewitl® lyrics written by Andrei
Mu r eukaach music composed bgnton Pann(his memorial houses
locatedin the center of the townhas been played for the first time in
ROmn i c u duvrg ltherevalutionary yeaof 1848 making the City an
important benchmark in the Romanian History.

Noteworthy, the setup o L v Park as recreation area is due to Barbu

Di mi t r i @84% t1858)w#aially mentioned in 1850 as a place for
Atownsfol k promenadeo, being as such
Starting with 1980s, the city has be@ompletely rebuilt maintaining
however some of the characteristics of the local tecture.
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The geologyar o und R @earanddauthe Vidth of it is dominated by
the successive overthrust Gletic and SuprageticDomain overDanubian
Domain. The main lithological units as extracted from Geologic Map of
Romania 1:200000 are presentedFigure26 together with thdocation of
some important places already mentioned or that will be mentioned in the
following pages.

The north- western limit (asincluded in the map) is represented by the
metamorphic formations dBetic Nappe (Sebed.otru series) whilst to the
north-easternone the metamorphi€umpana Cozia series that belongs to
SupragetidNappeoccur.

Again towardthe northwestern corneof the mapthe sedimentary deposits

of the GeticDomain represented here by Middle Jurassifordian detrital

and siliciclastic rocks, overlain by KimmeridgidnLowermost Cetaceous

reef limestones (Ples et &016 built up the impressive Buikv ©nt ar ar i "H
Massif that spreads from the west of the sBita Gorges to the east of

Ol ttnh @okyes(Point A). The peaks in the central sector exceed 1800
maMN (V ©nt ur ar 1885am).Phe aHole ridgehas a linear type of
extension and consist§ @4 km long, and 0.5 2.5 km wide, calcareous

crest, with a NNESSW orientation.

Buila-V © n t & National Wark(BVNP) has been established in 2004 and it

is part of the Network European Ecological Natura 2000 (as Site of
Community Interst: ROSCI0015 Buila V © n t @, ramdrSpedl Proteted

Area: CoziaBuila-V ©n t ar ROSPABD25 (Munteanet al 2010).
Extending over 4186 ha, BVNP is the smallest one, out of 13 National Parks
of Romania but still include about 120 caves and four narrow gorge sectors
amongst wh iacGbgestslihe sohmest ané (RbdiBsandC) .

At the SW corner oBuila-V© n t uarNational' lParktwo other important
monasteries i.e Bistrita Monastery(Point D) and Arnota MonasteryPoint

E) contributed tot he rich cul tural Icchanglti®ry of
surroundings.

TheP ekt er a (Bais Cave ranB iogt r i S ais ko knaventae r vy
the Cave of St. Gregoil@r Grigore Decapolitul)since it was used to shelter

the relicts of the Saint. It is a small cave carved into the right si@eiob t r i S a
valley, approximately 80 m above the stream. It has three entrances and an
overall maze appearance due to several pillars and large breakdown blocks.
Under the northern (largest) entrance a smalradhtas been built around

1635 AD. In the deepepart of the cave, a small chamber has been also used
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as a chapel here the relics, exposed at the monastery during the day, were
sheltered overnighBleahuet al, 1975)

The cave does not bear spectacular features but, together with the other sites
descibed above is part of the cultural landscape of northern Oltenia, which
typically associates the monasteries to remote karst areas, their gorges and
their caves.

To theeast along the Oltului Valleythe chain of rich areas in cold mineral

and thermemineral wateiof Ct. | inedkCt ¢ i uCoza(Points], K, L) is
considered as a single aquifer ugénetically linked to théavorable lithe
structural featuref the region The systematic exploitation of mineral
springs started il 8 5 4 ciulata &edaand in1887i n CL ltiianeeb n e 'H
(Pricijan, 1985)he latter being tapedottled and exported in Fran¢®&ntics

a nd cd& a0eb). The aquifer is represented by a sedimentary complex of
Getic and SuprageticNappessubsequently covered by deposifsEocene
(Ypresiani Luthetian)age,including mainly sandstone and conglomerate.

The interpretation of the hydrogeological parametdrghe thermemineral
water reservoirconduct ed b& SISL ¢ &% lead to a
conceptual model suggestitige existence ofcomplex blending procesa
whichthreetypes of watearemixed indifferert ratios
1 Karstic waterthat supples the deep groundwatereservoir from
beneath of itthe recharge area of this type of water ipdthetically
related toBuila-V © n t @& Massifi "H
1 Mineraizedwater similarto formation waterof petroleunreservoirs
(with a rich content in lodine, Bromide, Boron, NHH,S, but also
CHy);
1 Infiltration waterfrom local precipitations.

More or less similageostructural conditions occur iBtile Oltnedd area
( Onéeli Spg Pointl, central part ofFigure26) and herdoo, alargenumber
of springs and wells (including a geothermal one exceeding 30600 depth)
are used for internal and externgbalneation cures for therapeutic and
recreation purposes.To the South, the mineral water froBtile Govora
(PointG) and thesalt mining areaof Ocnele Mariadds to the gediversity
of this region.
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V@ceaCountyis known to Romanian pilgrims as the Romariount Athos
because here, ithe NorthernOltenianearto themountains, are no legsan

29 monasteries, some of them of inestimable value recognized even beyond
Romania's border§.e. Horezu, a UNESCO WorldHeritage site At one

point V @ea had 60 monastic centers, being one of the largest eparchies,
founded in 1503. It was here thedme of the firstbbooks printedever in
Wallachia, libraries built, it was here th& r néovenesstyle painting and
architet ur e found a Icearcuteal gatomoay, inclidingg V ©
several important monuments o f t h encovergsc © style
(https://www.agerpres.ro/engleziestinatieromania/2014/08/13/destination
romaniavalceacountyromanianathos10-38-387).

Practically, he entire nortfcentral area of ¥cea Countycan be seen as a
unit of monastic settlements, starting from the foothills and mountains, on
valleys or peaks, to the rocky cliffs of high heights. Each settlement has its
own history, monumentand specificity.

Specific details for each poirgre offered in the captions ole selected
images(Figures 27)whilst theOcnele Mariarea including the touristic part

of the Salt Mine(that will be visited) is presented insabsequenthapter.

Most information regarding the mineral water areas shall be referenced to
Pricajan (1985) and despite of possible changes in terms of number of
sources in usethey areeven now a realistigmage of the surveys and
activities performedilong the yearfor the hydrogeologic knowledge of the
region.

Figure 26

Simplified Legend 1-7, gravel, sand and loessoid deposit4;28 clay, marl and

sand; 1314, sand, marl, clay and tuff; 15, mainly tuff, salt, marl and clayl8,6
Conglomerate, sandstone and sandy marl; 19, megabreccias and megaconglomerate,
sandstone and marl; Z2 caglomerate, sandstone and marl-228 sandstone,

marl and clay; 25, conglomerate, sandstone and marl; 26, massive limestone; 27,
conglomerate, sandstone and argillaceous limestone; 28, Valea lui Stan atad Leao
met amor phi c slLetrubne &mp B2@ozia nteamaozphic series.
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Figure26Ge ol ogi ¢ ma p lceafareaRv@msignificant geti@ural points of interest (extracted from Geologic
Map of Romania, 1:200,000 sheetBuesti)
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