
63 
 

A BRIEF GEO-CULTURAL TOUR OF R ĄMNICU VĄLCEA  

AND ITS SUROUNDINGS 

 

compiled by Adrian IURKIEWICZ, University of Bucharest 

 

 

The city of R©mnicu V©lcea is set at the foothills of the Southern 

Carpathians being located at about 12 km from the Cozia Mountains and 

about 40 kilometers from FŁgŁraĸ and Lotrului Mountains.  

 

Due to its geographical position, R©mnicu V©lcea was on the access route of 

the roman legions led by Trajan, in the second war between the Roman 

Empire and Dacia (105 - 106 AD). In order to strengthen the advancement to 

the Dacian fortresses from the mountains of OrŁĸtie, Traian built an access 

road along the Olt Valley, endowed with strong fortifications. 

(http://www.turismlaramnicuvalcea.ro/en/Pagini/3-0-4-history.html) 

 

The first documented mention of R©mnicu V©lcea, is a charter issued at 

Cozia Monastery (Point M  on Figures 26, 27) that dates back to 1388, during 

the significant rule of Mircea cel BŁtr©n (1386-1418). The town became the 

seat of a V©lcea County in 1392, and was a temporary residence for many of 

the subsequent rulers, PŁtraĸcu cel Bun, Mihai PŁtraἨcu (furthermore known 

as Mihai Viteazul) or Matei Basarab, being the prominent ones.  

In 1640, at Govora Monastery ((Point H on Figures 26, 27) one of the oldest 

in Romania), nearby the City of R©mnicu V©lcea, it was printed ñPravila de 

la Govoraò ï the oldest collection of laws printed in Wallachia (ŝara 

Rom©neascŁ). The printing activity intensified during the rule of Constantin 

Br©ncoveanu (1688-1714). Thus, the city becomes, in the 18th century, one 

of the largest printing centers in ŝara Rom©neascŁ.  

The Romanian anthem DesteaptŁ-te Rom©ne with lyrics written by Andrei 

Mureĸanu and music composed by Anton Pann (his memorial house is 

located in the center of the town), has been played for the first time in 

R©mnicu V©lcea during the revolutionary year of 1848 making the City an 

important benchmark in the Romanian History.  

 

Noteworthy, the setup of ZŁvoi Park as recreation area is due to Barbu 

Dimitrie ķtirbei (1849 ï 1853) officially mentioned in 1850 as a place for 

ñtownsfolk promenadeò, being as such one of the oldest parks in Romania. 

Starting with 1980s, the city has been completely rebuilt maintaining 

however some of the characteristics of the local architecture.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Carpathians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Carpathians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C4%83g%C4%83ra%C5%9F_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrei_Mure%C5%9Fanu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrei_Mure%C5%9Fanu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Pann
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The geology around R©mnicu V©lcea and to the north of it is dominated by 

the successive overthrust of Getic and Supragetic Domain over Danubian 

Domain. The main lithological units as extracted from Geologic Map of 

Romania 1:200000 are presented in Figure 26 together with the location of 

some important places already mentioned or that will be mentioned in the 

following pages.  

 

The north - western limit (as included in the map) is represented by the 

metamorphic formations of Getic Nappe (Sebes-Lotru series) whilst to the 

north-eastern one the metamorphic Cumpana ï Cozia series that belongs to 

Supragetic Nappe occur.    

 

Again toward the north-western corner of the map the sedimentary deposits 

of the Getic Domain represented here by Middle JurassicïOxfordian detrital 

and siliciclastic rocks, overlain by Kimmeridgian ï Lowermost Cretaceous 

reef limestones (Ples et al. 2016) built up the impressive Buila-V©nturariἪa 

Massif that spreads from the west of the Bistrita Gorges to the east of 

OlŁneἨti Gorges (Point A). The peaks in the central sector exceed 1800 

maMN (V©nturariŞa Peak: 1885 m). The whole ridge has a linear type of 

extension and consists of 14 km long, and 0.5 - 2.5 km wide, calcareous 

crest, with a NNEïSSW orientation.  

 

Buila-V©nturariѿa National Park (BVNP) has been established in 2004 and it 

is part of the Network European Ecological Natura 2000 (as Site of 

Community Interest: ROSCI0015 Buila - V©nturariἪa, and Special Protected 

Area: Cozia-Buila-V©nturariἪa ROSPA0025 (Muntean et al. 2010). 

Extending over 4186 ha, BVNP is the smallest one, out of 13 National Parks 

of Romania but still include about 120 caves and four narrow gorge sectors 

amongst which the BistriἪa Gorges is the southmost one (Points B and C) .  

At the SW corner of Buila-V©nturariἪa National Park, two other important 

monasteries i.e.  Bistrita Monastery (Point D) and Arnota Monastery (Point 

E) contributed to the rich cultural history of R©mnicu V©lcea and its 

surroundings.  

The Peĸtera Liliecilor (Bats Cave) from BistriŞa Monastery is also known as 

the Cave of St. Gregoire (or Grigore Decapolitul) since it was used to shelter 

the relicts of the Saint. It is a small cave carved into the right side of BistriŞa 

valley, approximately 80 m above the stream. It has three entrances and an 

overall maze appearance due to several pillars and large breakdown blocks. 

Under the northern (largest) entrance a small church has been built around 

1635 AD. In the deeper part of the cave, a small chamber has been also used 
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as a chapel where the relics, exposed at the monastery during the day, were 

sheltered overnight (Bleahu et al, 1975). 

 

The cave does not bear spectacular features but, together with the other sites 

described above is part of the cultural landscape of northern Oltenia, which 

typically associates the monasteries to remote karst areas, their gorges and 

their caves. 

 

To the east, along the Oltului Valley, the chain of rich areas in cold mineral 

and thermo-mineral water of CŁlimŁneѽti-CŁciulata-Cozia (Points J, K, L ) is 

considered as a single aquifer unit genetically linked to the favorable litho-

structural features of the region. The systematic exploitation of mineral 

springs started in 1854 in CŁciulata area, and in 1887 in CŁlimŁneἨti area 

(PricŁjan, 1985) the latter being taped, bottled and exported in France (Antics 

and RoἨca, 2005).  The aquifer is represented by a sedimentary complex of 

Getic and Supragetic Nappes subsequently covered by deposits of Eocene 

(Ypresian ï Luthetian) age, including mainly sandstone and conglomerate.  

 

The interpretation of the hydrogeological parameters of the thermo-mineral 

water reservoir conducted by SlŁvoacŁ & SlŁvoacŁ (1991) lead to a 

conceptual model suggesting the existence of complex blending process in 

which three types of water are mixed in different ratios: 

¶ Karstic water that supplies the deep groundwater reservoir from 

beneath of it; the recharge area of this type of water is hypothetically 

related to Buila-V©nturariἪa Massif.  

¶ Mineralized water similar to formation water of petroleum reservoirs 

(with a rich content in Iodine, Bromide, Boron, NH4, H2S, but also 

CH4); 

¶ Infiltration water from local precipitations. 

 

More or less similar geo-structural conditions occur in BŁile OlŁneѽti area 

(OlŁneἨti Spa, Point I ,  central part of Figure 26) and here too, a large number 

of springs and wells (including a geothermal one exceeding 3000 m in depth) 

are used for internal and external (balneation) cures for therapeutic and 

recreation purposes.  To the South, the mineral water from BŁile Govora 

(Point G) and the salt mining area of Ocnele Mari adds to the geo-diversity 

of this region.  

 

*  

*  *  
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V©lcea County is known to Romanian pilgrims as the Romanian Mount Athos 

because here, in the Northern Oltenia near to the mountains, are no less than 

29 monasteries, some of them of inestimable value recognized even beyond 

Romania's borders (i.e. Horezu, a UNESCO World Heritage site). At one 

point V©lcea had 60 monastic centers, being one of the largest eparchies, 

founded in 1503. It was here that some of the first books printed ever in 

Wallachia , libraries built, it was here that Br©ncovenesc-style painting and 

architecture found a large home, the V©lcea cultural patrimony including 

several important monuments of the Br©ncovenesc style  
(https://www.agerpres.ro/engleza-destinatie-romania/2014/08/13/destination-

romania-valcea-county-romanian-athos-10-38-38T). 

 

Practically, the entire north-central area of V©lcea County can be seen as a 

unit of monastic settlements, starting from the foothills and mountains, on 

valleys or peaks, to the rocky cliffs of high heights. Each settlement has its 

own history, monuments and specificity. 

 

Specific details for each point are offered in the captions of the selected 

images (Figures 27), whilst the Ocnele Mari area including the touristic part 

of the Salt Mine (that will be visited) is presented in a subsequent chapter. 

Most information regarding the mineral water areas shall be referenced to 

Pricajan (1985) and despite of possible changes in terms of number of 

sources in use, they are even now a realistic image of the surveys and 

activities performed along the years for the hydrogeologic knowledge of the 

region.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 26 

Simplified Legend: 1-7, gravel, sand and loessoid deposits; 8-12, clay, marl and 

sand; 13-14, sand, marl, clay and tuff; 15, mainly tuff, salt, marl and clay; 16-18, 

Conglomerate, sandstone and sandy marl; 19, megabreccias and megaconglomerate, 

sandstone and marl; 20-22 conglomerate, sandstone and marl; 23-24, sandstone, 

marl and clay; 25, conglomerate, sandstone and marl; 26, massive limestone; 27, 

conglomerate, sandstone and argillaceous limestone; 28, Valea lui Stan and Leaota 

metamorphic series; 29, SebeἨ-Lotru and CumpŁna-Cozia metamorphic series.  

https://www.agerpres.ro/engleza-destinatie-romania/2014/08/13/destination-romania-valcea-county-romanian-athos-10-38-38T
https://www.agerpres.ro/engleza-destinatie-romania/2014/08/13/destination-romania-valcea-county-romanian-athos-10-38-38T


67 
 

 
 

Figure 26. Geologic map of R©mnicu V©lcea area with significant geo-cultural points of interest (extracted from Geologic 

Map of Romania, 1:200,000 sheet 34-Pitesti); 


